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Background – Seniors Housing 
Strategy

� Drivers
� Changing Demographic

� Council Priority – Attract and retain seniors by 
providing appropriate housing choices, 
enhanced mobility, recreation services and 
access to health services

� Seniors in Communities Dialogue session –
housing identified as a number one priority
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Background – Seniors Housing 
Strategy

� Union of BC Municipalities funded project 
launched January 2008
� Documented research outlining seniors’ housing 

needs, preferences, gaps and assets
� Stakeholder workshops
� Inventory of financial incentives for developers
� Inventory of non profit partners
� Options for zoning and location initiatives



Seniors Housing Strategy –
Research Survey
� Survey design, distribution and tabulation 

� University of Northern BC’s Institute for Social 
Research and Evaluation – Dr. Alex Michalos

� Advisory Committee consisting of several key 
stakeholders:  PG Elizabeth Fry Society, BC 
Housing, Prince George Council of Seniors, 
MUTN, Northern Health and the PG 
Homebuilders Association contributed to survey 
development



The Survey

� 25 Housing Questions
� 17 Problem/Issue Statements requiring a 

rating ranging from Strongly Disagree to 
Not Applicable

� 10 Sample Description Questions
� Number of Survey Respondents = 441



Sample Description

� Age of respondents ranged from 53 to 97
� Median Age:  68.9 years of age

� Educated sample
� 20.6% high school completion
� 18.6% university degree
� 17.7%  or certificate from trade, technical, 

business or community college 

� 74.8% retired



Research Results

� 69.6% of respondents – own their own 
home

� 36.9% respondents – reside in single 
family detached homes on more than one 
level

� 13.8% responded they have problems 
using their home because of steps to the 
front door



Research Results

� 11.6% responded they have problems 
using their home because of insufficient 
room in the bathroom for a walker or 
power chair to turn

� 6.6% responded they have problems using 
their  home because of steps or stairs 
between the living area (kitchen, living 
room, dining room) and the bedroom



Research Results

� 36.2% responded that they need to make a 
change from their present housing situation due 
to design some time in the next 10 years

� Thinking about the possibility or need to move, 
the most desired residence was a single family 
detached house on one level (including 
manufactured/modular homes)
� 33.2% wanted to rent
� 66.8 % wanted to own



Research Results

� When asked to choose home design 
features that they needed but did not 
have, respondents selected three priorities
� No step entrance – 32% 

� Laundry on main floor – 29.7%
� Wider doors throughout main floor – 22.7%



Research Results

� Most desired neighborhood attributes

� Medical/Dental services
� Variety of retail stores

� Social and recreational facilities for seniors
� Parks



The Focus Groups

� Two focus groups
� Geriatric Assessment Team Unit staff
� Shelter and Supported Housing Providers

� Seven Questions
� Changes in client housing needs
� Challenges in securing sustainable housing
� Development priorities for the City of Prince George
� Supports required by aging clientele
� Mixed Housing Developments
� Policy considerations



Research Results

� Focus Group Highlights
� Increasing number of vulnerable adults are 

aging in shelter housing   
� Need for a range of assisted living and 

complex care housing options with capacity to 
manage multiple issues often accompanied 
by problematic behaviour 

� Need for a range of flexible homecare 
services



Research Results

� Focus Group Highlights
� Challenges

� Lack of no step entry housing options
� Bathrooms, hallways and doorways – particularly limiting for 

those with assistive devices
� Unsafe entrances – particularly exposed cement stairs
� General community safety – lack of well lit areas in both 

private and public locations

� Need – Accessible, Affordable Rental Housing 
for low income elderly females



Next Steps

� City of Prince George Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan - Social Development 
Strategy 

� Housing Priority

� Official Community Plan Review
� Beyond Homelessness Standing Committee

� Site Selection
� BC Housing - Memorandum of Understanding




