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• Wider doors to move furniture in and out of 
the house

• No steps, so easier to move in 
refrigerators

• Less time required for professional movers
• Less damage to your walls and doorways
• Easier to shovel snow at the entrance as 

no steps
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Laurie Ringaert
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The Issue…
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State of Visitability Policy

Georgia (2002)

Pennsylvania 
(2004)

Illinois (2002)

Builder 
Incentives

VoluntaryMandatory

Oregon (2003)

Kentucky (2003)

Kansas (2002)

Minnesota (2001)

Easy Living Home Project 
in Georgia (2002)

Virginia (1999)Vermont (2000)Georgia (2000)

New Mexico (2001)Georgia (1999)Florida (1989)Texas (1999)

Consumer Awareness/
Certificate Programs

Consumer 
Incentives

All New Homes
Publicly Funded 

Housing

Types of State Visitability Programs
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� Atlanta, GA (1992)
� Freehold Borough, NJ (1997)
� Austin, TX (1998)
� Urbana, IL (2000)
� Irvine, CA (2000) 
� Fort Worth, TX (2000)
� Visalia, CA (2001) 
� San Mateo County, CA (2001)
� Howard County, MD (2001)
� Albuquerque, NM (2001)
� San Antonio, TX (2002)
� Onondaga County, NY (2002)
� Southampton, NY (2002)

State of Visitability Policy

Cities/Counties with Visitability Programs

� Pima County, AZ (2002)
� Naperville, IL (2002)
� Long Beach, CA (2002)
� Iowa City, IA (2002)
� Syracuse, NY (2003)
� Bolingbrook, IL (2003)
� Escanaba, MI (2003)
� Chicago, IL (2003)
� St. Louis County (2003)
� Sacramento, CA (2003)
� Pittsburgh, PA (2004)
� Houston, TX (2004)
� St. Petersburg, FL (2004)
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United Kingdom: Part M

� March 1998, Parliament passed the 
mandate 

� All new homes to be visitable
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Visitability in Canada

www.visitablehousing.ca
Canadian Centre on Disability 

Studies
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Saanich, British Columbia

� “In 30 years, the proportion of 
seniors over the age of 65 will 
double and make up almost 
one-third of the population.”

� “Increasing the stock of 
seniors-friendly housing is 
important for the social well-
being of the community and the 
quality of life of Saanich's 
residents.”
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“Adaptable Housing”

� Based on Visitability 
Principles

� Applied to Multifamily
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MANITOBA

� Northern House
� Provincial guidance

� City guidance
� New Visitability 

Consultant Position



09-30-08 L.Ringaert 
MUTN Project Director

Manitoba Visitability Features
• Visitable Design Features 
• A residence incorporating minimum visitable design features would 

include:
• • One level, no-step entrance — minimum 36 inches (91.4 

centimetres) wide — on an accessible route
• • Wider doorways — minimum of 32 inches (81.3 centimetres) 

clear passage throughout
• • A wheelchair accessible bathroom on the main floor 
• The MHRC is encouraging the use of visitable design, as shown by 

several of its recent initiatives. 
• Houses have been built under the Affordable Housing Initiative’s

Infill Housing Program to include these basic visitable design 
features. 

• Renovations to MHRC-owned properties are now incorporating 
basic visitability at a minimum. 



09-30-08 L.Ringaert MUTN 
Project Director

Cooperative Housing 
Federation of Canada

June 2005 Passed Motion that 
they would encourage Visitability
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Yukon

� Mortgage Incentives
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Langford, BC

� 1/10 of all new homes 
built must be 
affordable and 
visitable

� Won a CMHC 
affordable Housing 
award
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Langford, BC

� Developers contribute land and building costs 
for one tenth of the units, which are then priced 
at about 60 per cent of market value.

� The City provides free administrative support, 
such as processing applications and designs, 
along with density bonusing and streamlined 
development approvals as incentives.

� Local realtors provide real estate services free of 
charge for these units, while credit unions, 
mortgage brokers and insurers (including 
CMHC) streamline mortgage pre-approvals.
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Many Communities Are 
Moving Forward!!
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