Opening of the Tatlayoko Thails

By Dotothy Svang

JAs you lenow, o maybe don’t know two week ago was the Grand Opening of the Wheelchair
Jecessible Thails ot the Tatlayoko Lake Millsite. What {ollows ie my personal thoughts on
the event. |

When G finst heard about the project G figured what a waste of time and effort. How many
wheelchoir people would come ol the way out to Tatlayoko to go on a spin down some ald
belting from Gibralter Mines. Tatlayoko Lake isn’t nean any super busy highway or any
Provincial Patks, what will motivate them to come out and see these trails.

O sow the people responsible for the work and effort that went into laying the belting, & heond
about the hours they put in, the problems they faced. They were nuts. That Saturday, the
Opening, opened my eyes to many things.

The enthugiosm of Pat Hantis, when he awived and sow the trails, the look on his foce when he
went down by the Pake and saw how beautiful it all was, ( he could get close enough to the
Lake to enjoy it). His speach opened my eyes to the small world these disabled people five in,
because they ate kestricted to what i available to them. O'm still thinking on the fact that a fot
of work went into this project for just people in wheelchairs, then G look up and there & a mom
puching a baby stcoller on the path, two people sitting on one of the beautiful benches placed i a
seenic spot along the pathtwo older fadies are walking in front of thwee kids on bikes and a
couple more o rollenblades. Rollerblades, in Tatlayoko!!!

Holly cow, the Community Association has given everybody a reason to go to Tatlayoko Lake.
Now, whete do afl these people stay when they come out hete.

A the local businesses have a chance to increase their customen traffic.

One of the Tatlayoko Community Assoe. said to me, “we are hoping to make Tatlayoko «
destination not a pose by.”

Now, how do 9 feel about the whole project? & want to be part of it. G want to help do the
bike troil with the jumps and bumps on it for the kids of all ages.

We should be very proud of these people who fooked farther than the nose on their faces. & want
to personolly thank them for all the work and effort they put into this.

Thank-you



