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NEWS RELEASE

June 12, 2008

Quesnel Councillor appointed to Minister’s Council on Employment for Persons with Disabilities

Councillor Mary Sjostrom of Quesnel, who is also the Chair of the Measuring Up The North Steering Committee, has been appointed to Minister Richmond’s Council on Employment for Persons with Disabilities.  The Council establishes a partnership between government, business, education, community-based organizations and persons with disabilities, all with the aim of increasing the employment, employability and independence of persons with disabilities. 
 

The Council’s purpose is to improve the employment situation for persons with disabilities in British Columbia, which requires the engagement of all partners, particularly businesses who hire and employ persons with disabilities. Representation on the Council comes from the business, community, government, and education/training sectors. 

“I am honored to be selected to sit on the Minister’s Council on Employment for Persons with Disabilities” says Councillor Sjostrom. “It is a very exciting time with the success of the Measuring Up the North Project and for my own Community of Quesnel who has just developed a Strategic Plan for Accessibility and Inclusion.”

The Measuring Up The North Project is a partnership between the North Central Municipal Association and the BC Paraplegic Association, along with supporting partners 2010 Legacies Now and the BC Healthy Communities Initiative.  Together they provide vision, leadership, and support to Northern BC local governments and northern communities that want to realize the social and economic benefits of becoming accessible and inclusive for all citizens. 

NCMA President Murry Krause, who also sits on the Measuring Up The North Steering Committee, says,  “ I am so pleased that Councillor Sjostrom has been appointed to the Council.  It is great to see her recognized for her contributions in this area, and having a voice from the North Central Region is a very effective way of delivering our ideas and message to the Council.” 

More information about the Measuring Up The North Project is available on their website at:  
www.measureupthenorth.com 
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