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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EVENTS PLANNED TO CELEBRATE 

“MEASURING UP THE NORTH” DAY MAY 30
Prince George, B.C. (May 27, 2008):  Communities across the North are celebrating Measuring Up The North Day on May 30 as they progress towards developing more liveable communities for all including people with disabilities and seniors.  

“Measuring Up The North is bringing the 34 communities and 7 regional districts in northern B.C. together to develop a regional strategy and approach to accessibility and inclusion to ensure our communities are welcoming for people of all ages and abilities,” said City of Quesnel Councillor Mary Sjostrom, Chair, Measuring Up The North Steering Committee.

This year, six of the participating communities will be hosting Measuring Up The North Events for Measuring Up The North Day. These include Prince George, Kitimat, Terrace, 100 Mile House, Telkwa and McBride.  Communities such as Quesnel, Williams Lake, Fort St. John, Prince Rupert Smithers, Dawson City, Fort Nelson, Burns Lake, Cariboo Regional District, Hudsons Hope, Taylor, Queen Charlotte City are all highly active and are planning events for later in the year. 
“The economic impact of making our communities more universally designed is enormous. Communities are realizing the tremendous impact on tourism, keeping and attracting citizens as well as the major impacts on the business and hospitality sector” said Laurie Ringaert, Project Director. 

In each community, Town Councilors, Regional Directors, planners, recreation and transportation specialists, public works, and code specialists are working together with community leaders including persons with disabilities, seniors, businesses, developers, builders, tourism and hospitality specialists amongst others to create communities that will respond to changing demographics and new economies.
About the project:  The Measuring Up The North project was created by the North Central Municipal Association and B.C. Paraplegic Association with supporting partners 2010 Legacies Now and the B.C. Healthy Communities. The project aims to assist northern B.C. communities in becoming more liveable, senior-friendly and disability-friendly, while incorporating universal design principles into long-term planning. The project is funded by the BC Real Estate Foundation, the Nechako-Kitimaat Fund Society, the United Way of Prince George and the NCMA members themselves. More information on the project can be found at www.measureupthenorth.com
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Media Contacts:
	Pat Harris
BC Paraplegic Association
250-563-6924
pharris@bcpara.org
	Maxine Koppe                        

North Central Municipal Association      

250-564-6585                              

nrthcent@telus.net


For community specific event information please contact the Measuring Up The North Day Event Liaisons:  
	Prince George
	Aiden Kelly                   

NCMA Liaison  

Prince George                        

250-614-7828                         

nrthcent@telus.net


	Kitimat
	Laura Da Costa          

MUTN Coordinator  

District of Kitimat                                                

250-632-7796
lddacosta@telus.net


	Terrace
	Denise Fisher                     

NCMA Liaison      

Terrace                         

250-638-4722                           

dfisher@city.terrace.bc.ca


	100 Mile House
	Joanne Doddridge                      

NCMA Liaison     

District of 100 Mile House                        

250-395-2434                             

jdoddridge@dist.100milehouse.bc.ca


	Telkwa
	Jim Hiltz                       

NCMA Liaison      

Village of Telkwa                        

250-846-9389                        

info@telkwa.com


	McBride
	Glenda Thompson                    

NCMA Liaison      

Village of McBride                        

250-569-2229                       

glenda@mcbride.ca
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